COST Action: National, International and Transnational Histories of Healthcare, 1850-2000 Specialist Group on Healthcare Architecture and Spaces

One Day Scoping Workshop
Fitzgerald Room
Brussels EU Commission
Rond Point Schuman 6, Brussels, 1040
11 October 2024

This specialist group aims to explore the spaces and forms of healthcare delivery since 1850. In this exploratory workshop we will discuss the meaning of the key terms architecture and space in the context of healthcare provision. In particular, we will consider the development of healthcare spaces over time and across Europe and beyond.

We will also begin discussions of a proposed source based text book on Healthcare Architecture (see below).

Draft Agenda

10.00 Introduction

10.15 Participant introductions

10.30 Terms: Architecture

11.00 Break

11.30 Terms: Space

12.00 How do we study the development of healthcare spaces?

13.00 Lunch

14.00 Individual presentations on involvement in history of healthcare architecture and space.

15.00 Break

15.20 Identifying Sources for healthcare architecture and space Text

Draft proposal open to finessing including timescale and themes.

We are interested in putting together an anthology of texts from participating countries discussing a range of issues relating to healthcare architecture. 
We envisage this to be used as a teaching resource for students of architecture, medicine and related fields at all levels of study (and, ideally, keep it Open Access).
Considering that the full timeframe and scope of the COST Action are very broad, we propose to narrow down the focus of this initiative to the interwar period (1918-1939):
· this effectively sits at the centre of the full chronology of EuroHealthHist, therefore it may be easier for people to move slightly from the principal focus of their individual work
· caught up between two World Wars that had an immense impact on Europe in particular, it is a particularly important period for many reasons, including many healthcare initiatives triggered by World War I, or interrupted and re-started by each war
· worldwide initiatives relating to hospitals were launched during this period, e.g. the International Hospital Association in 1929 (in USA)
· in terms of architecture in particular, this is also a hugely important period, with canonical modernist architecture emerging at this time, despite significant variations in its spread across different countries, or its varied expressions.
Interested members will be invited to contribute an original text from their country that presents some connection between architecture and healthcare in the interwar period. (The aim is to produce translations into English too.) They will also need to accompany this original text with a 300-500 commentary presenting the context and significance of the original text.
· Such texts can be presenting an approach developed by that country in isolation, or in collaboration with, or influenced by, other countries (either via international organisations or regional bi-/multi-lateral collaborations, etc; e.g. visits by project teams to new hospitals abroad were very common)
· Collaboration with colleagues from other countries towards a coordinated (possibly comparative) submission from a number of European countries would be welcomed, but not a condition.
· Where illustrations are included in the original texts (which is quite common for architecture-related texts), we should probably consider facsimile reproductions.
Possible topics for contributions:
· Development of official design guidelines for healthcare buildings
· General press articles either praising or criticising healthcare facilities (these could be existing facilities considered failing and requiring replacement, or newly erected facilities that are either well or badly received)
· Architectural press (same as above: either raising issues with existing building stock relating to healthcare, or introducing newly commissioned/completed healthcare building initiatives)
· Views presented by medical professional or nursing professional organisations, or patient organisations, or other general public associations
· Finance-related conversations regarding the provision of healthcare built infrastructure

16.10 Update on Barcelona 2026

In 2026 Barcelona will be the World Capital of Architecture (https://www.barcelona.cat/capitalmundialarquitectura/en/presentation [barcelona.cat]) and that organizers have opened a call for activities with a deadline on 15th October. 

16.30 Close
